
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                February 3, 2019 
  
ORDINARY  TIME - FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 482 [Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, when I am troubled by a feeling or thought and 
am unable to work free from being held in its grip, my instinct is 
to criticize myself for being weak as a way to induce myself to try 
harder to be free.  When that fails, I turn to you and ask you to 
remove from me whatever is troubling me.  My expectation is 
that you both can and will remove what is troubling me, especially 
if I am persistent in asking.  My expectation makes it so that I do 
not consider that what will be removed is my being troubled.  
Since I am looking for what is troubling to disappear, I do not 
notice how you make me more tolerant of being troubled, and in 
that way give me the chance to think and feel my way into what 
precisely troubles me and why.  I do not notice how, over time, I 
become less reactive to being troubled, how my reaction to what 
is troubling becomes less allergic, and how gradually you make it 
so that I stop being troubled and become informed. Given what I 
expect, I fail to realize that you are more sensitive to me than I am 
to myself and take more seriously than I do my need for relief. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 4:21-30 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 384 [O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 277 [O God, Our Faithful God] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for February 10, 2019 
Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11. 
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Ordinary Time, 4th Sunday after Epiphany - Luke 4:21-30 
 Advent is a time in life when our awareness is intruded upon by 
thoughts and feelings that we consider inappropriate for who 
believe ourselves to be. Christmas is a time in life when it dawns on 
us that we are acceptable to God, even with, and maybe especially 
with, these intrusions. Epiphany, and the Ordinary Time that follows 
it, is a time when we are able to look carefully at these intrusions 
and do so in the light of God’s acceptance and favor.  It is a time 
when we examine and explore the prejudices in us which urge us to 
turn away from the thoughts and feelings we believe to be negative 
or beneath us. 
 One of the things we will encounter in this time of exploration is 
the way our expectations of what God is and does get in the way of 
our considering what has intruded into our awareness. We inherit 
ideas about what God’s presence and involvement feels like, i.e. 
generally elevating and enriching feelings, and what intrudes does 
not feel that way. Mostly, we expect God to remove whatever is not 
elevating and enriching. Looking for the elevating and enriching we 
do not notice the insights that inform us of our being judgmental of 
what has intruded, so it does not come to us that the awareness 
that we are judging is one of the main ways God’s presence is 
known. The judgments make it impossible for us to look favorably 
on and be informed by what has intruded, so God enlightens us 
about our judgments, and when and how we are ensnared in them. 
Seeing how judgmental we are allows us to look more favorably on 
our intrusions. Generally, what we need to explore is right in the 
front of our awareness, only our judgments impede our sight and 
stifle our curiosity. 
 Ordinary Time following Epiphany is a time when we go about 
our ordinary life with what has been disclosed in Advent and 
Christmas in the front of our awareness where it gets attention and 
we are able to learn to appreciate it. We will discover that the 
notions about God we inherited will be an impediment to this 
appreciation. Our expectations as to what God is and does will be 
the rationale for the judgments we use to keep us from attending 
to the intrusions that are offered to us and need to be assimilated. 

[Jim Robie, 2-1-19] 
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Ordinary Time – 4th Sunday after Epiphany – Luke 4:21-30 
 Earlier in the fourth chapter of Luke’s Gospel Jesus was in the 
synagogue, reading from Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor. [Luke 4:18-19] The people in the temple would 
have been familiar with this passage and would not only have had 
an expectation that it would be fulfilled, but perhaps also had an 
expectation as to how and when it would be fulfilled. When Jesus 
then says: “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing,” 
he says something that was not expected and would have been 
surprising—their expectation would have been that what the 
words describe would come about politically. What Jesus said did 
not meet their expectations regarding their understanding of those 
verses, and so they began to question who he was that he should 
say what he did. 
 Jesus then continues to assault the sensibilities of his hearers by 
referring to two instances where God did not do what the people 
expected God would do: 1) provide food to a non-Jew in a time of 
famine when Jews had little or nothing to eat; and 2) heal a non-
Jew of leprosy when there were lots of Jews with leprosy. Their 
expectation was that God would interact with Jews first or even 
only. 
 I have often wondered if the early church’s use of the verses 
from Isaiah were not intended to challenge our expectations 
regarding what it is that God does. According to these verses, God 
“brings good news to the poor…proclaims release to the 
captives…recovery of sight to the blind…lets the oppressed go 
free…proclaims the year of the Lord’s favor.” We unpacked these 
ideas last week, making the point that the reference here is to the 
deep-seated fear that we are not enough in whatever way we 
experience that to be true. That fear impoverishes us. Mostly we 
are blind to this fear and the way it oppresses us, and therefore are 
held captive by it. What God does is bring all of this to our 
awareness, along with the understand that we are “right” with God 
with this being true of us. The awareness, along with God’s “favor,” 

create the mental and emotional room to consider, explore and 
examine our fear and the way it impacts us. The awareness and 
God’s favor enable us to take in the fear and its influences and learn 
how to use all of this in living the fullest life possible for us. Such an 
understanding would not have met the expectations of any first 
century Jew regarding what God would do, any more than it meets 
our expectations. Mostly we expect God to manipulate the external 
world, rather than that God will expand our subjective life as the 
way to make changes in our objective life. 
 I think the text in Luke is alerting us to the truth that God does 
not necessarily do what we expect in the way we expect it. It is not 
that God never does what we expect and in the way we expect it, 
but that we would be wise not to have the expectation that God will 
always do so. The reason this is important is as follows: if we look 
for God to do what we expect, we will find that our mind’s eye 
remains attached to what we already know or have already 
experienced, and we will therefore not be open to anything new, 
surprising or unanticipated that is revealed or disclosed to us. The 
issue here is not that it is bad to have expectations of God, but that 
it is wise to recognize our expectations as being just that: our 
expectations, which may or may not have anything to do with God. 
It is wise to not hold onto our expectations so tightly that we fail to 
notice thoughts, feelings, ideas and perceptions presented to us 
that we do not expect. Our expectations for what God is and will do 
become the rationale for the judgments we use in turning aside any 
thoughts or feelings which are new or surprising or unexpected. For 
example, we expect that God will help us feel loving toward 
ourselves and others, so we are open to any inclination which 
moves us to be that way. We do not expect God will encourage us 
to feel anger or hatred so we turn aside from those feelings, even 
though the most loving thing we might do is to become familiar with 
our anger or hatred so that we do not act them out unconsciously. 
 Expectations are complicated realities in that they are 
expressions of deep-seated longings and needs which are important 
to us. When our expectations are not met, the disappointment or 
frustration produce what in the text is called “rage,” an English 
translation of the Greek word for “passion [as if breathing hard].” 



We might say we become “enflamed,” and rush to do whatever will 
meet the expectation that has not been met. 
 God is not side-tracked by our passion for what we expect. 
Instead, God passes through it and continues to offer us the 
fullness of our life, which is always more than we expect. God’s 
approval is given for the interior life we actually have, especially 
when it does not meet our expectations, so that we can 
comprehend our life and be taken into it and learn to use it. 

[Jim Robie, 2-1-19, Ordinary Time, 4th after Epiphany, Cycle C, Luke 4:21-30] 


